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This lucerne update was presented by the National Lucerne Trust at the Lucerne Committee meeting 
held on 18 September 2024. The update is summarised as follows:

1.  SOUTH AFRICAN HAY PRODUCTION

|  �LUCERNE UPDATE FOR 2024

•  South African lucerne hay production (graded)

•  South African export volumes (tonnes) HS1214

Province Percentage

Northern Cape 92%

Eastern Cape 5%

Western Cape 2%

Free State 1%

Mpumalanga 0%

KwaZulu-Natal 0%
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55 145
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20 861

0

50 000

100 000

150 000

200 000

250 000

300 000

W
or

ld
Sa

ud
i A

ra
bi

a
Un

ite
d 

Ar
ab

 E
m

ira
te

s
Bo

ts
w

an
a

Qa
ta

r
W

or
ld

Un
ite

d 
Ar

ab
 E

m
ira

te
s

Na
m

ib
ia

Sa
ud

i A
ra

bi
a

Bo
ts

w
an

a
W

or
ld

Sa
ud

i A
ra

bi
a

Un
ite

d 
Ar

ab
 E

m
ira

te
s

Ch
in

a
Bo

ts
w

an
a

W
or

ld
Sa

ud
i A

ra
bi

a
Ch

in
a

Un
ite

d 
Ar

ab
 E

m
ira

te
s

Bo
ts

w
an

a
W

or
ld

Ch
in

a
Un

ite
d 

Ar
ab

 E
m

ira
te

s
Sa

ud
i A

ra
bi

a
Bo

ts
w

an
a

W
or

ld
Un

ite
d 

Ar
ab

 E
m

ira
te

s
Bo

ts
w

an
a

Ch
in

a
Sa

ud
i A

ra
bi

a

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

‘0
00

 to
nn

es
 

Page 2



SENIOR COMMERCIAL CONSULTANT
sales@agriconnect.co.za
082 898 3868

SA’s only 100% 
TARGETED e-newsletter 
dedicated solely to the 

LUCERNE industry.

Distributed via WhatsApp to 
lucerne seed and hay producers, 

stakeholders, role players, and 
input/service suppliers in the 

lucerne industry. The NLT News/
Nuus also features on the NLT 

website at https://lusern.org/#

To advertise your 
products and services 
contact Illa Hugo

NLT

NATIONAL  
LUCERNE TRUST

https://www.lgseeds.co.za/
https://mpo.cmail19.com/t/d-e-ekjltjl-djdyjkpjk-jd/
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•  Exporting countries to the world volumes (tonnes) HS1214

•  Importing countries volumes (tonnes) HS1214

•  Lucerne hay quality distribution
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•  Lucerne hay quality over time

•  Lucerne hay prices (tonnes), 2017 to 2024
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2. LUCERNE HAY EXPORT QUALITY REQUIREMENTS
Quality China Saudi Arabia UAE

Supreme NLQI > 108
Protein > 22%
RFV > 185
No foreign materials

NLQI > 108
Protein > 22%
No foreign 
materials

Protein 22% Min
ADF 27% Max
NDF 34% Max
Moisture max 12%

Prime NLQI 104 - 107
Protein 20 – 22%
RFV 170 – 184
No foreign materials

NLQI 104 - 107
Protein 20 – 22%
No foreign 
materials

Protein 20% Min
ADF 29% Max
NDF 36% Max
Moisture max 12%

Grade 1 NLQI 100 – 103
Protein 18 – 20%
RFV 150 – 169
No foreign materials

NLQI 100 – 103
Protein 18 – 20%
No foreign 
materials

Protein 18% Min
ADF 32% Max
NDF 42% Max
Moisture max 12%

Grade 2 NLQI 95 – 99
Protein 16 – 18%
RFV 135 – 149
No Foreign materials

NLQI 95 – 99
Protein 16 – 18%
No Foreign 
materials

Protein 16% Min
ADF 38% Max
NDF 45% Max
Moisture max 12%

Source: USDA, 2024 Report 
CH2024-0060
Different contracts exist for Saudi 
buyers. Quality parameters stay 
the same, for example.
Green contracts – only very green 
lucerne hay.
Contracts containing grass – 
grade 1 and 2, 10% foreign.
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https://www.deere.africa/en/


3. SOUTH AFRCAN LUCERNE SEED

•  Lucerne seed production in South Africa

•  Lucerne seed issues
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• Brown bag sales in South Africa

• More than 10 reports made to 
DALRRD

• A number of 142 lots rejected due 
to excessive dodder, leitjiesgras, 
and weeblaar

• Example of sales on WhatsApp 
groups
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•  Lucerne hay quality distribution



For more information about GWK Lucerne, our products and
services, speak to our national management and marketing 
team:

Head of Feed and Fibre | Fanus Linde | 082 888 0016
Manager: Lucerne and animal feed | Beyers Mallo | 082 600 8476
Marketing: Daniel Breytenbach | 082 941 4817

On the farm with our lucerne producers and in 
the market with our buyers and consumers: 
GWK Lucerne ensures that the correct and 
best quality lucerne is available at the right 
place, when it is needed most.

GWK Lucerne

https://www.gwk.co.za/


Agrimall: a platform connecting 
your business to agricultural clients Agrimall

GROUP

Register now and become a part of a platform that will expose your 
business to potential clients across the agricultural sector. 

Are you a tax registered service provider operating for 
3 years or more in the following areas:

Financial services
(incl. company registration, 
bookkeeping, audit and tax)

Funding application services
(assisting businesses with 
applications for funding)

Information services
(related to agriculture, climate, 

economics and logistics)

Agrimall
GROUP

CLICK HERE to register now!

Striving to make growth a reality for all players in the Agri sector!

Image by DC Studio on Freepik

https://form.typeform.com/to/fTThpFeC?typeform-source=admin663712.typeform.com


CONTACT DETAILS:
Phone

+27 (0)44 272 8991

Email
info@lusern.org

Address
152 St John Street

Oudtshoorn
Western Cape

6625
South Africa


